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THE BEES OF 

NORFOLK
This book is the first to cover all of Norfolk’s 197 bee species, 
including bumblebees, honeybees and solitary bees. Each 
species has its own page with images and distribution maps 
with notes on flight period, habitat, flowers visited, nesting 
and parasites. It includes up-to-date information on bees 
which have been lost and new bees coming in to the county.

Accompanying chapters cover Norfolk’s bee recorders, the 
state of Norfolk’s bee populations, Norfolk bee habitats and 
their historical origins, conservation, nesting and life cycle, 
parasites and predators, bees and flowers, identifying bees, 
photographing bees and attracting bees to your garden. 

Please send            copy(ies) of: The Bees of Norfolk 
at the pre-publication price of £18.95 + £4.00 p&p. 

Total amount: £

	  I enclose a cheque/money order in £ sterling made payable to: Pisces Publications. 

To pay by debit or credit card please order online at: www.naturebureau.co.uk/bookshop/
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Available from:
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Hambridge Road, Newbury RG14 5SJ
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PRE-PUBLICATION 
OFFER £18.95 

+£4.00 p&p

Hardback 
240 × 170mm 
approx. 224pp

Save £6 on published price!



The book will appeal to those unfamiliar with bees 
as well as those with more specialist knowledge.
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Females have pale hair on the clypeus and a 

mixture of sparse dark and light hairs on the 

upper thorax. There are long white hairs below 

the wings. The abdomen is shiny with prominent 

white hair bands on T3 and T4. The hind tibiae 

have conspicuous white pollen hairs, emphasised 

by the black hairs of the basitarsi. Males: the 

cuticle on the face is yellow up to the level of the 

antennae. The body hairs are pale brown with 

an incomplete white hair band on T3, complete 

bands on T4–T6 and a black pygidium. The legs 

are swollen, especially the hind femur and tarsus, 

perhaps an adaptation used when gripping the 

female when mating. 

Macropis europaea Yellow Loosestrife Bee

n FLIGHT Late June– August.

n DISTRIBUTION Most records come from the northern Broads 

and the Yare Valley. There are outlying records from near 

Watton, Redgrave and Lopham Fen and from Beeston 

Common. 
n HABITAT Bogs, river valleys, fens and broads where Yellow 

Loosestrife grows. 

n FLOWERS VISITED Females recorded on Creeping Thistle, Yellow 

Loosestrife and Water Mint and a male on Milk Parsley. 

n NESTING Nest observed on an artificial bee bank (GN). 

Sometimes nests in small aggregations and uses floral oils as 

waterproofing (BWARS). 

n PARASITES None observed.
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♀ on Yellow Loosestrife, Beeston Common, 12 August

MACROPIS – OIL-COLLECTING BEES

There is one representative of this genus in the British Isles, which is present in Norfolk. It specialises 

on one plant species, Yellow Loosestrife, from which it takes floral oils as well as pollen. This is a 

wetland plant which is abundant in the Broads. Pollen is collected on the hind tibiae. There are two 

submarginal cells on the forewings and the tongue is short.

♂, Beeston Common, 25 July


