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I think most of us throughout the UK will remember 2009 for vieey wa summer, a difficult year for

aculeate enthusiasts. Here in Scotland there were still quite a few highlights, one of the most notable was
our very successfuf®Scottish BWARS Identification Workshbeld this year at thé&lasgow Museu®
Resouce Centre orSaturday 13 June. | think before | go any further | should take the opportunity to

thank Jeanne Robertson and Cathy Fiedler who were both excellent hosts, and also to apologise again to
Jeanne for driving off with the contents of her kitcheupboard all of her mug# the back of my car.

Their facilities were nothing short of first class which was exceligveén the increasing BWARS

membership here in Scotland. It was also heartening to welcome new members from thevgeatthan
important and highly underecorded corner of Scotland. They have many species that in Scottish terms
are restricted to Dumfrie & Galloway and Ayrshire.
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Photo: Almost everybodyrom the left clockwisgeStephanid.ittle, Cathy Fiedler, Bob Dawson,dd Darvil, Cathy Baldock,
Alastair Sommerville, Murdo Macdonald, the top of Richaydzkowskd kead, George Else, to thight Andy Jarman and

Michael Davidsor(front) and Mike Edwards right hahd

To anybody interested in finding out more about recording bees, wasp and antgtimatthe UK visit
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Our programme was again designed to both encourage thelsgively new to auleate recording and also
give the more experienced a chance to exercise their developing talents. Afteekerping and a brief
introduction to the site and mseum by Jeanne the workshop started with Andy Jarman on AntéainidD
with a Scottish Flavour.

Ants with a Scottish Flavour Andy Jarman

Aculeate recording is an ideal interest in many ways, we hawaregeable sized group of diverse insects
with amazing life histories. Add to that there are still big holes in our knowledge of distribution, especially
here in Scotland, so every record is a valuable addition to our knowledge. Also, they are ningly ac
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stones, in walls and under bark.réfaders have any doubt about the impact you can make check out the
excellent Highland Biological Recording Groups web site and their Ant Atlas project
http://www.hbrg.org.uk/. All you need is a bit of ext knowledge to help you really get going and make a
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long time BWARS member whadthough a very accomplished-atlund aculeate enthusiashas a speial
interest in ants. Currently he is in the process of rewriting the ant volume of the Handbook for the
Identification of British Insects and is hoping that it will be completed in the next year or so.

An update to the Ants is long overdue as

the original is now out of print and there

have been quite a number of changes

the UK ant list, for more details on this

read on. Aexpected his presentation did

not fail to impressv dzZA 4GS || FSg 2
slides showed diagrams of features

important in ID confirmation, but

sometimes difficult to understand without
experience or lot of trial and error! One

that comes to mind is the shape of the
antennal sape of some of the red ants

which unless you understand its[3 nature
makes diagrams difficult to put into
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no-nonsense explanatiomakes all the

Photo Bloodred Slave Making AnEormica sanguine® Mike Edwards | difference.

Scotland has quite a few very important populations of aculeates including a few UK BAP ants, some with
remarkable life styles. Finding and identifying species such as the-lddalave makig antFormica
sanguineapictured aboved SO2 YSa YdzOK fS&da 2F I LINRofSY gA0K
suggests this large species raids the nests of the smaller and very commeoranta lemanand

removesF. lemanpupae to its own nest Once individuals of the smaller species emerge in the slave
makernest they effectively become slaviesthe wood ant colony At the other end of the spectrum in

both size and life style is théisingguestant Formicaxenusnitidulus- a tiny (23mm) species. As its name
adzaaSada A0 f AOJS adf wboll anks OUt Rruretdge @f this ¥pediek if Scytiandl is imited
but it has been recorded from the surface of the true wood dfsmicaaquiloniaandF.lugubrismounds.

To anybody interested in finding out more about recording bees, wasp and antgtimatthe UK visit
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http://www.hbrg.org.uk/Frameset.html

In someScottishlocationsit isabundant,whereasin othersit isfound on only a very smallproportion of
hostmounds. Againfurther information canbe soughtfrom the HBRGwveb site (link above)where you will
alsofind remarkablephotographghat illustrate just how they getthe nameWa KA y A y 3 QH

Just to prove there are still significant gaps in our knowledge we were very pleakedr of the most
recent addition to the UK ant list, from Scotland less The status oMyrmica lonaehas been hotly

debated since its initial description last century, and usually it is considered to be merely a variant of the
common red ant speciddyrmica sabuleti Recently however, Seifert published a convincing study that
strongly supports it as being a good speciegd own right. The first Scottish record was cited by Siefert
from Loch Maree, although unfortunately there is no further information and no specimens associated
with the record. Richardyszkowskiound an unusual looking Myrmica queen when surveyordeetles

for Trees for Life at Dundreggan, in Glen Moriston. When Andy Jarman saw photos of this queen (see
below) he immediately recognised it Bk lonag this was subsequently confirméxy Seifert himself Not

G2 0SS 2dzi R2y S, Addy alse in@eiidohdaredieldfvark/Tdt the forthcoming handbook and
found two nests in roughly the same area to the original find.

The species is quite difficult to separate frdinsabuletj which is common in many lowland areas of
Scotland. However, good first hint it thatM. lonaeappears much darker thasabuleti(at least in Scottish
specimens so far). Firm identification required critical examination by Andy and is all about antennal
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accurate idea of the distribution of this species in Scotland and find out if it is present throughout the UK
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PhotosMyrmica lonaequeen, whole insect and view of head and antennal seapehardLyszkowski

Howoften have you been ta talk on an invertebrate growphere the speaker delivers a no nonsense
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video clips taeinforce thatthere is such a thing as jizz, evenforan®2 NJ | y@ o0 2 R& 2dzi (K
first class talk on a fascinating subject ask Andy!

For more information about ants in Scotlancesbe HRBG web site, link above, for the UK and further
afield see the BWARS webditip://www.bwars.com/ and AntWeb herédnttp://www.antweb.orqg.

To anybody interested in finding out more about recording bees, wasp and antgtimatthe UK visit
the BWARS webite athttp://www.bwars.com/
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A beginners perspective Brian Litle

One of the problems with organising events like this is sooner or later somebody comes up with the bright
idea that you can also give a talk! Thanks Murdo and Mike. So, mgnpelied job was to talk about how

we (Stephanie and) became involved incalleate recording, and perhaps give those present an idea of
GKSNBE 6S ¢Syl FyR K2g ¢S ¢SNB IS Acyiehte egodingin | & A
Scotland.L F a&adzyS L YIFyYylI 3SR hY aAiytOhe disQabBytafkivda KFRE Ry
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some cases are tricky. Basically, join a gaB@VARSIt also helps to have pointers from the pastHifie

this has been in the shape of historical records of William Evans from the ftentBearly 19 centuries

FYR Y2NB NBOSyidite 2F DSNIfR 5A01SNI FNRY GKS wmdod
been our local museum collectipim our case the National Museums of Scotland collection housed at
2Sal0 DNIyilz2yo 2S OFyQl LINIA&S Iff (K24aS Ay@d2f ¢
encouraging we may have given up on invertebrates a long time ago.

Our journey into bees, v&ps and ants started in |
earnest when Stephanie found our first solitary bee
in 2000¢ in a puddle! This was eventually
identified asAndrenaclarkella Later we discovered
that it was in the exact same place on the coast that
the species was originaligcorded in Fife by
William Evans over 100 years adoverthe last ten
years Stephanie has concentrated her efforts at
Torry Bay LNR adding quite a few important spedies
to the Fife list in the process. This included
{020t YyYRQA ( KntirthRhelboladlsoli|KS G A
Anthophora furcataa few Nomada species etc .etg.
A few years later we both travelled south to take
part in a Lasioglossum ID workshop at Dinton
Pastures where we were fortunate to meet David
Baldock, BWARS membership secretary and all
round good guy. His help and encouragement haver first solitary bee, a femalndrena clarkellafound dead

been nothing short of amazing. in a puddle. Brian & Stephanie Little
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expected they have been manned bgry able groups of enthusiastsho wereoccasionallywery helpful
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of encouragement, a bit of tuition and even reference specimgassentialf you want to tacklesolitary

bees where there is nmodern English languadgey yet. Most importantlyiD checking by experts
thankfullywithout criticism that could gickly put you offwhat is sometimes a difficult group. his has

been greatespecially when you manage to make a muck of something. All in all, quite an enthusiastic an
very helpful bunchbut then | suppose you have to be if you choose to study ssgleaalist order

l'a F2N) gKFEG 6SQ@S 32y S 2y G2 Dsnijiedifeninin the soathein 2 ¥ & d
Highlands with Murdo Macdonald, more of which later. In our home county Stephanie and | have added &
few speciego the county list each year. 2009 was quite good, with four new spesm@secodes gibbus

long overdue and the most northerly record in the UK; also an impressive aggregdtiasiaglossum
nitidiusculum a species that is becoming increasingly seanche southfinally Lasioglossum leucopuall

at a site on the coast near East Wemyss. NAeealsoreared throughthe larvae ofTrypoxylon
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attenuatumcollected in 2008. To date we have more than doubled the aculeate species list of Fife which
now stands atl27.

The reason we initially visited East
Wemyss was to fidquaresin our field

work for the Atlas of Bumblebees in
CATSO 2 SONB y245 | C
fieldwork and doing ery wellalthough

no big surprises yetLast year

Stephaniedid addedBombus jonellus

not surprising given the habitat we

were looking at on that day. Atlasing is
certainly proving a good way of getting

to know the county fauna andhore
importantly has encouraged us tasit
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good aculeate habita ¢t KSNBEQa
more to tell but not half as interesting

Male Common Carder Be@mbus pascuorui@t home in Fife© Stephanie| as the rest of the day.

Little
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those new to bee, wasp and ant recordird {2 6 GOK GKAa aLl OS |yR &2
Workshop here.
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We were fortunate this year thabeorge Else agreed to talk tg, wecently retired from the British
Museum of Natural Historly Yy R 2y S 2F G(KS ' YQa F2NBY2ad SELISNI:
complete a handbook of the Bees of Britain, a text we desperately need as there are no raoddéish
language keys for the ID of bees in the UK. Like the ants there haveigeditant changes in taxonomy
FYR Ylye FRRAGA2y A G2 GKS,séweara allioakidiforwasdio ite2riga NB R
For the workshop George was tasked with giving us an insight into Osmia species recorded in Scotland. |
did notdisappoint giving his audience a thorough and fascinating insight into the life histories of this small
genus.

Osmiaare part of the Megachilinae and close allies of the true leaf cutter bees. Howevéstheas
construct natal cells from leaf mastic,eshed leaf pulp to construct breeding cells. Scotland is particularly
well off with records of 6 of the 10 species present in the UK. The@smea aurulentgone record

Dumfries & Galloway}).caerulescensg@hree records)Q. parietina(6 or 7 recordy O.rufa (the most
common in Southern Scotland). Finally, two very special sp@sigsa inermisind O. uncinatawith

records restrited to the Scottish Highlands.

To anybody interested in finding out more about recording bees, wasp and antgtimatthe UK visit
the BWARS webite athttp://www.bwars.com/



Osmia rufa is by far the commonest species in UK
terms, femals are very distinctive as they have a
pair of horns. It will happily nest in a range of

OFr gAGASa AyOfdzRAY3I 06SS
the southcanoccasionally et it into trouble. You
R2y Qi NBlLffe glyd G2 O
find you door locks blocked b@smia rufecells! In
Scotland information so far suggests its northern
limit is Perthshire, unless you know better. In 20(
Stephanie and | were alerted by the staff at our
a2y Qa YydzNESNE 6KSy | ¥
smal hole in the nursery wall.

Female Osmia rufa | eaving its

AlthoughOsmia aurulentajualifies as having the most limited range in Scotland of alOtbiaspecies, it

also easily has the best tagteliving accommodation, nesting in old snail shells. 1 think the message here
was to get out on the coast and loosmia caerulensis a recent addition of the Scottish list that nests in
old beetle borings. It could well be widespread in southaroti&nd with records from Pertinire,

Stirlingshire and most recently Fif@ur final trio areOsmia parietinaO.inermisand O.uncinatg the

latter two species being Scottish specialities. The story goes that it was originally thought th@t only
parietinaoccurred in Scotland. However, George outlined their history and the detective work required in
proving that Scotlad actually had three species.

Old cells ofOsmia inermisn a cavity under a stone, A superb photo of an adufismia uncinatat birds foot
photographed near Braemar. Brian Little. trefoil. © Stewart Taylor.

Not surprisingly theitife styles are similar, all three species have afp@NBy OS T2 NJ 1 KS L2
trefoil and are cavity nesters. There are however significant differences in distribQtigrarietinas quite
widespread in north Waleandto the hills of Perthshire, it nests in a range of cavities including olg.wall

O. uncinatas a boreaspecies that seems tceeldong wellin northern Scotland where its nesting

preference is for old beetle borings in Scots Pi@e.inermiswas tracked down to the Highlands of

Scotland from the records of f&entury beetle ethusiasts such as William Evans who found its cells

stuck to the undersidef stones, occasionally in their hundreds. It was from these records that George and
Mike Edwards rediscovered it in the hills near BAdlrol inthe 1980Q, so it seenthat O. inermigsan

To anybody interested in finding out more about recording bees, wasp and antgtimatithe UK visit
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